
 

Figure 1.  Best Available Price for a Hypertension Drug in 20 Markets 
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Table 1 – Best Available Price From Any Card Sponsor for Top 150 Drugs 
 

($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%)
1   Statins Lipid Lowering Agent B 57,169 $66.21 $9.01 12% $4.29 6% $6.19 9% $8.99 12% $9.55 13% $4.97 7% $4.29 6% $7.21 10% $7.72 10%
2   Thyroid Synthetics Thyroid conditions B 42,165 $13.76 $2.46 15% $0.88 6% $2.73 17% $3.17 19% $3.16 19% $0.61 4% $0.60 4% $2.29 14% $2.89 17%
3   Beta Blockers High blood pressure G 39,411 $3.48 $12.04 78% $5.19 60% $6.61 66% $15.19 81% $12.72 79% $8.20 70% $10.62 75% $10.66 75% $12.78 79%
4   ACE Inhibitors Cardiovascular disease G 35,339 $7.36 $17.83 71% $12.64 63% $11.79 62% $21.72 75% $19.89 73% $12.01 62% $15.59 68% $17.40 70% $19.07 72%
5   Thiazides High blood pressure G 33,850 $2.77 $3.45 55% $2.91 51% $3.27 54% $3.67 57% $4.21 60% $2.03 42% $2.68 49% $3.16 53% $3.91 59%
6   Diuretics High blood pressure, CHF G 33,746 $2.08 $4.29 67% $3.66 64% $3.41 62% $4.94 70% $5.36 72% $3.30 61% $3.90 65% $4.23 67% $4.68 69%
7   Calcium Channel Blockers High blood pressure B 29,978 $42.68 $5.64 12% $3.07 7% $4.42 9% $5.84 12% $6.09 12% $3.17 7% $2.66 6% $4.88 10% $5.10 11%
8   Anti-depressants Depression B 27,801 $69.99 $14.98 18% $8.61 11% $10.74 13% $14.20 17% $14.52 17% $9.43 12% $9.36 12% $11.35 14% $11.90 15%
9   Beta Blockers High blood pressure B 25,267 $19.60 $6.55 25% $4.87 20% $5.79 23% $7.07 27% $7.27 27% $4.59 19% $4.85 20% $5.84 23% $6.88 26%

10   Statins Lipid Lowering Agent B 24,035 $101.42 $39.31 28% $29.75 23% $34.37 25% $39.62 28% $38.66 28% $31.40 24% $31.32 24% $36.73 27% $36.63 27%
11   Cephalosporins Anti-infectives G 23,750 $23.06 $72.91 76% $42.47 65% $44.46 66% $82.78 78% $74.50 76% $46.59 67% $62.11 73% $63.89 73% $73.12 76%
12   Proton Pump Inhibitors Gastrointestinal B 23,382 $110.03 $36.32 25% $24.89 18% $31.37 22% $36.70 25% $34.38 24% $28.03 20% $28.22 20% $31.54 22% $33.36 23%
13   Estrogens Oral Menopause symptoms B 22,056 $21.55 $9.06 30% $7.07 25% $7.89 27% $9.20 30% $9.56 31% $6.97 24% $6.68 24% $8.27 28% $8.73 29%
14   Corticoids Anti-inflammatory G 21,411 $4.83 $7.90 62% $9.04 65% $7.43 61% $10.18 68% $9.96 67% $6.17 56% $7.29 60% $6.80 58% $9.08 65%
15   Biguanides Diabetes G 21,321 $15.61 $23.35 60% $15.96 51% $12.84 45% $27.63 64% $26.49 63% $13.44 46% $20.61 57% $22.81 59% $24.68 61%
16   Thyroid Synthetics Thyroid conditions B 21,281 $3.65 $9.88 73% $8.56 70% $8.94 71% $9.72 73% $10.35 74% $8.74 71% $9.09 71% $9.70 73% $9.85 73%
17   Sedating Non-Benzodiazepine Insomnia B 21,226 $76.20 $15.58 17% $7.61 9% $12.26 14% $15.42 17% $14.71 16% $9.43 11% $9.94 12% $11.58 13% $13.65 15%
18   Anti-Histamines Allergy B 19,519 $59.14 $18.64 24% $12.38 17% $16.30 22% $19.52 25% $19.64 25% $13.56 19% $13.76 19% $15.49 21% $17.19 23%
19   Cox-2 Inhibitors Pain, Inflammation B 19,516 $76.79 $14.14 16% $7.59 9% $13.30 15% $15.16 16% $14.01 15% $8.85 10% $9.23 11% $12.35 14% $12.60 14%
20   Proton Pump Inhibitors Gastrointestinal B 18,692 $93.99 $49.13 34% $37.13 28% $43.48 32% $49.59 35% $47.29 33% $39.42 30% $39.50 30% $43.37 32% $45.46 33%
21   Beta Blockers High blood pressure G 18,465 $4.61 $7.54 62% $2.92 39% $3.41 43% $9.43 67% $7.68 63% $3.77 45% $5.54 55% $6.03 57% $7.97 63%
22   Bisphosphonates Osteoporosis B 17,504 $57.43 $14.46 20% $9.80 15% $12.24 18% $14.63 20% $15.12 21% $11.06 16% $10.47 15% $13.12 19% $13.64 19%
23   Anti-Histamines Allergy B 17,241 $56.50 $11.88 17% $6.00 10% $9.19 14% $11.97 17% $11.56 17% $6.61 10% $7.53 12% $8.61 13% $10.06 15%
24   Leukotriene Agents Asthma B 17,227 $77.18 $18.54 19% $11.67 13% $15.16 16% $19.89 20% $19.49 20% $13.08 14% $12.92 14% $16.38 18% $17.07 18%
25   Cox-2 Inhibitors Pain, Inflammation B 17,093 $77.70 $15.74 17% $8.11 9% $14.46 16% $17.50 18% $15.88 17% $9.44 11% $10.02 11% $12.90 14% $14.73 16%
26   Anti-depressants Depression B 16,105 $126.99 $62.95 33% $47.94 27% $54.26 30% $63.39 33% $63.92 33% $52.47 29% $50.65 29% $54.99 30% $57.69 31%
27   Seizure Treatments Seizure Disorders B 15,938 $111.59 $19.29 15% $10.39 9% $15.28 12% $18.82 14% $18.40 14% $11.65 9% $10.51 9% $15.44 12% $16.49 13%
28   Sexual Function Disorder Erectile Dysfunction B 15,207 $269.05 $46.89 15% $37.27 12% $36.76 12% $46.74 15% $45.51 14% $26.12 9% $37.02 12% $46.44 15% $37.97 12%
29   Proton Pump Inhibitors Gastrointestinal B 14,028 $72.38 $42.61 37% $33.76 32% $38.81 35% $44.46 38% $42.57 37% $35.88 33% $34.92 33% $38.79 35% $41.01 36%
30   Anitplatelets Reduce risk of stroke B 13,789 $112.92 $16.11 12% $8.67 7% $14.14 11% $17.02 13% $15.72 12% $9.77 8% $9.14 7% $13.99 11% $14.19 11%
31   Statins Lipid Lowering Agent B 13,312 $110.85 $27.57 20% $18.08 14% $21.62 16% $29.10 21% $28.97 21% $20.56 16% $20.18 15% $24.52 18% $25.45 19%
32   New Generation Anti-depressant Depression G 13,165 $4.09 $8.59 68% $5.33 57% $5.02 55% $10.35 72% $8.93 69% $7.41 64% $7.41 64% $8.15 67% $9.19 69%
33   Anti-depressants Depression B 13,069 $58.23 $14.71 20% $8.99 13% $11.38 16% $14.70 20% $14.70 20% $10.28 15% $10.74 16% $11.81 17% $13.35 19%
34   Quinolones Anti-infectives B 12,608 $262.37 $62.01 19% $41.07 14% $53.61 17% $64.37 20% $66.11 20% $41.80 14% $41.06 14% $50.54 16% $57.59 18%
35   ACE Inhibitors Cardiovascular disease G 12,488 $5.70 $20.61 78% $13.03 70% $17.19 75% $23.81 81% $20.45 78% $12.48 69% $14.88 72% $21.02 79% $19.52 77%
36   Anti-Arthritics Pain, Inflammation G 12,204 $11.13 $41.92 79% $16.28 59% $17.85 62% $49.80 82% $38.85 78% $22.07 66% $34.21 75% $29.78 73% $44.44 80%
37   ACE Inhibitors Cardiovascular disease B 11,427 $33.50 $5.52 14% $3.42 9% $3.91 10% $6.31 16% $6.30 16% $3.27 9% $3.27 9% $4.54 12% $5.54 14%
38   ACE Inhibitors Cardiovascular disease B 10,703 $44.32 $10.93 20% $7.22 14% $9.22 17% $11.40 20% $11.75 21% $7.13 14% $7.40 14% $9.70 18% $10.52 19%
39   Triazoles Anti-Fungal B 10,671 $251.67 $26.01 9% $8.05 3% $20.48 8% $25.33 9% $26.35 9% $11.62 4% $9.84 4% $13.87 5% $20.78 8%
40   Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers High blood pressure B 10,578 $43.70 $7.89 15% $4.44 9% $5.90 12% $8.45 16% $8.70 17% $4.99 10% $4.24 9% $6.59 13% $7.51 15%
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Table 1 – Best Available Price From Any Card Sponsor for Top 150 Drugs (continued) 
 

($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%)
41   ACE Inhibitors Cardiovascular disease B 10,418 $61.41 $10.36 14% $5.99 9% $8.53 12% $11.57 16% $11.51 16% $6.68 10% $6.11 9% $9.10 13% $10.57 15%
42   Sulfonylureas Diabetes B 9,958 $51.50 $4.83 9% $1.96 4% $2.53 5% $5.30 9% $6.17 11% $1.19 2% $1.06 2% $3.78 7% $4.22 8%
43   Calcium Channel Blockers High blood pressure G 9,439 $8.67 $22.40 72% $12.35 59% $11.68 57% $30.01 78% $25.63 75% $17.73 67% $20.66 70% $21.86 72% $25.16 74%
44   Cox-2 Inhibitors Pain, Inflammation B 9,210 $78.00 $21.85 22% $13.04 14% $21.95 22% $21.70 22% $19.20 20% $14.01 15% $15.28 16% $18.09 19% $19.19 20%
45   Tetracyclines Anti-infectives G 9,147 $8.81 $50.24 85% $25.94 75% $32.52 79% $58.93 87% $51.14 85% $27.27 76% $53.95 86% $39.48 82% $51.66 85%
46   Sulfonylureas Diabetes G 8,815 $6.07 $6.87 53% $4.62 43% $4.85 44% $8.47 58% $8.33 58% $3.93 39% $5.89 49% $6.95 53% $7.38 55%
47   Gout Specifics Gout, kidney stones G 8,507 $5.68 $8.87 61% $4.21 43% $5.33 48% $11.51 67% $10.11 64% $5.72 50% $7.89 58% $8.50 60% $10.04 64%
48   Central Act Alone/Comb High blood pressure G 8,486 $5.27 $10.27 66% $7.47 59% $6.98 57% $10.88 67% $10.50 67% $6.87 57% $9.08 63% $8.99 63% $10.07 66%
49   Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers High blood pressure B 8,280 $40.38 $9.77 19% $6.25 13% $8.46 17% $10.21 20% $10.30 20% $6.71 14% $6.56 14% $8.81 18% $9.34 19%
50   Insulin Sensitizers Diabetes B 8,272 $134.53 $33.35 20% $22.22 14% $27.96 17% $35.52 21% $32.30 19% $25.33 16% $23.64 15% $30.48 18% $31.47 19%
51   Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers High blood pressure B 8,074 $13.62 $47.03 78% $43.01 76% $44.90 77% $47.79 78% $47.82 78% $43.77 76% $42.95 76% $45.52 77% $46.96 78%
52   Insulin Sensitizers Diabetes B 7,916 $73.39 $15.45 17% $9.58 12% $12.79 15% $16.19 18% $15.56 17% $10.90 13% $9.88 12% $13.48 16% $14.06 16%
53   Quinolones Anti-infectives B 7,897 $306.98 $52.80 15% $27.48 8% $37.51 11% $50.74 14% $54.68 15% $27.69 8% $27.13 8% $39.27 11% $45.38 13%
54   Anti-Psychotics Phsychiatric Disorders B 7,894 $173.63 $42.25 20% $26.42 13% $34.60 17% $39.94 19% $37.88 18% $28.55 14% $26.62 13% $36.22 17% $34.64 17%
55   Anticoagulants Blood Clot prevention B 7,827 $21.91 $5.04 19% $4.06 16% $4.31 16% $5.20 19% $5.87 21% $3.82 15% $3.11 12% $4.71 18% $5.20 19%
56   ACE Inhibitors Cardiovascular disease G 7,664 $11.40 $20.56 64% $12.62 53% $13.51 54% $23.91 68% $21.81 66% $13.04 53% $16.48 59% $18.65 62% $21.19 65%
57   Proton Pump Inhibitors Gastrointestinal B 7,405 $112.30 $28.03 20% $15.74 12% $20.35 15% $28.87 20% $28.22 20% $18.26 14% $17.23 13% $22.25 17% $24.31 18%
58   ACE Inhibitors Cardiovascular disease B 7,115 $31.48 $4.62 13% $2.87 8% $3.70 11% $5.64 15% $6.71 18% $2.94 9% $2.40 7% $4.29 12% $5.12 14%
59   Benign Prostate Disease Prostate Disease B 7,092 $52.48 $11.79 18% $7.20 12% $9.19 15% $11.82 18% $11.83 18% $7.92 13% $7.81 13% $10.25 16% $10.91 17%
60   Aminopenicillins Anti-infectives B 7,057 $10.41 $16.21 61% $17.19 62% $21.48 67% $19.85 66% $22.36 68% $15.50 60% $15.30 60% $23.24 69% $26.37 72%
61   Biguanides Diabetes B 7,049 $47.29 $4.30 8% $0.91 2% $2.38 5% $4.99 10% $5.13 10% $1.56 3% $0.98 2% $3.10 6% $3.48 7%
62   Inotropics Heart failure B 6,923 $5.55 $3.26 37% $3.05 35% $3.09 36% $3.14 36% $3.92 41% $2.58 32% $2.36 30% $3.39 38% $3.15 36%
63   Codeines Pain 0 6,889 $216.23 $60.69 22% $49.29 19% $54.62 20% $63.13 23% $65.54 23% $48.74 18% $56.09 21% $52.80 20% $58.83 21%
64   Bone Density Reg, Other Osteoporosis B 6,480 $66.99 $14.46 18% $9.85 13% $12.58 16% $15.20 18% $15.18 18% $11.03 14% $10.13 13% $13.64 17% $13.66 17%
65   Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers High blood pressure B 6,265 $40.12 $9.90 20% $6.60 14% $8.50 17% $10.23 20% $10.33 20% $7.36 16% $6.74 14% $9.19 19% $9.73 20%
66   Sulfonylureas Diabetes B 6,260 $27.59 $6.25 18% $4.16 13% $5.41 16% $6.68 19% $6.79 20% $4.38 14% $4.41 14% $5.59 17% $6.15 18%
67   Bisphosphonates Osteoporosis B 6,218 $58.81 $16.08 21% $12.87 18% $14.02 19% $16.16 22% $16.43 22% $12.99 18% $12.28 17% $15.92 21% $15.86 21%
68   Fibric Acid Derivative Lipid Lowering Agent B 6,193 $82.03 $13.07 14% $6.66 8% $9.31 10% $13.97 15% $13.21 14% $7.96 9% $7.77 9% $11.11 12% $11.67 12%
69   Diabetes Orals Diabetes B 6,192 $85.61 $10.10 11% $5.05 6% $7.73 8% $11.91 12% $11.73 12% $5.25 6% $4.81 5% $8.62 9% $9.62 10%
70   Antibiotics, Macrolide Anti-infectives B 4,868 $208.87 $46.16 18% $25.88 11% $39.82 16% $43.47 17% $46.31 18% $24.99 11% $22.51 10% $37.41 15% $41.86 17%
71   Proton Pump Inhibitors Gastrointestinal B 4,844 $106.33 $35.00 25% $25.87 20% $33.14 24% $34.31 24% $34.40 24% $27.86 21% $24.58 19% $31.60 23% $31.21 23%
72   Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers High blood pressure B 4,721 $41.04 $10.59 21% $7.64 16% $9.37 19% $11.97 23% $11.73 22% $8.59 17% $8.28 17% $9.94 19% $11.06 21%
73   Alpha-Beta Blockers High blood pressure B 4,687 $90.06 $21.16 19% $14.42 14% $17.56 16% $22.16 20% $20.71 19% $16.14 15% $14.77 14% $18.63 17% $19.93 18%
74   Sulfonylureas Diabetes G 4,652 $6.69 $11.66 64% $6.52 49% $5.84 47% $14.35 68% $13.76 67% $7.30 52% $9.77 59% $10.90 62% $13.07 66%
75   Antispas Urinary Tract Bladder conditions B 4,640 $84.49 $10.56 11% $4.23 5% $7.48 8% $11.08 12% $11.08 12% $5.40 6% $5.17 6% $8.92 10% $9.55 10%
76   Cephalosporins Anti-infectives B 4,616 $227.25 $58.50 20% $38.92 15% $43.05 16% $62.75 22% $62.56 22% $39.73 15% $50.02 18% $47.17 17% $56.35 20%
77   Alpha Blockers High blood pressure G 4,557 $11.03 $31.48 74% $17.68 62% $18.47 63% $34.69 76% $32.34 75% $17.51 61% $22.47 67% $29.85 73% $30.68 74%
78   Urinary Tract Anti-Infective, Other Anti-infective B 4,541 $111.78 $33.92 23% $23.42 17% $27.99 20% $35.08 24% $36.96 25% $22.64 17% $21.34 16% $28.76 20% $34.12 23%
79   Cholesterol Absorption Inhibitors Lipid Lowering Agent B 4,365 $70.13 $7.32 9% $1.68 2% $4.58 6% $8.00 10% $7.79 10% $2.96 4% $3.24 4% $5.71 8% $6.50 8%
80   ACE Inhibitors Cardiovascular disease B 4,322 $36.57 $5.18 12% $3.07 8% $3.25 8% $6.25 15% $6.43 15% $3.03 8% $2.51 6% $4.68 11% $5.46 13%
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Table 1 – Best Available Price From Any Card Sponsor for Top 150 Drugs (continued) 
 

($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%)
81   Alzheimer’s Disease Alzheimer’s Disease B 3,482 $131.88 $20.02 13% $11.57 8% $17.13 11% $20.02 13% $18.24 12% $12.61 9% $10.59 7% $17.69 12% $17.41 12%
82   Antispas Urinary Tract Bladder conditions B 3,288 $81.66 $15.69 16% $9.50 10% $12.62 13% $15.42 16% $15.16 16% $10.57 11% $10.25 11% $13.08 14% $13.58 14%
83   Anti-Neoplasmic Anti-Estrogens Breast Cancer G 3,111 $40.81 $70.94 63% $47.77 54% $54.51 57% $77.43 65% $76.13 65% $56.62 58% $70.76 63% $67.29 62% $68.09 63%
84   Folic Acid Analog Cancer, psoriasis, arthritis G 3,109 $40.41 $47.56 54% $11.89 23% $13.41 25% $55.39 58% $45.82 53% $22.54 36% $35.86 47% $34.45 46% $44.65 52%
85   Tetracyclines Anti-infectives G 3,045 $5.30 $6.58 55% $5.16 49% $6.62 56% $8.37 61% $9.20 63% $6.03 53% $5.83 52% $6.44 55% $7.94 60%
86   Anti-Arthritics Pain, Inflammation B 2,880 $74.68 $11.21 13% $5.35 7% $9.32 11% $11.76 14% $10.55 12% $5.44 7% $6.77 8% $8.73 10% $9.64 11%
87   Quinolones Anti-infectives B 2,869 $253.85 $58.25 19% $31.87 11% $41.46 14% $58.95 19% $58.94 19% $32.90 11% $34.04 12% $44.30 15% $51.92 17%
88   Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers High blood pressure B 2,767 $34.18 $14.19 29% $10.86 24% $12.92 27% $14.51 30% $14.88 30% $11.80 26% $11.11 25% $13.35 28% $12.90 27%
89   Antibiotics, Macrolide Anti-infectives B 2,728 $228.24 $47.08 17% $28.56 11% $35.66 14% $50.23 18% $53.62 19% $29.32 11% $34.28 13% $39.74 15% $44.97 16%
90   Inotropics Heart failure G 2,598 $3.23 $4.69 59% $5.47 63% $5.39 63% $5.62 64% $7.42 70% $4.52 58% $5.69 64% $5.63 64% $6.73 68%
91   Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers High blood pressure B 2,482 $49.95 $14.20 22% $9.95 17% $12.09 19% $15.85 24% $14.60 23% $10.73 18% $11.18 18% $12.79 20% $14.59 23%
92   Allylamines Anti-Fungal B 2,413 $258.57 $55.82 18% $16.65 6% $39.45 13% $61.03 19% $38.70 13% $22.02 8% $43.98 15% $27.63 10% $42.24 14%
93   Benign Prostate Disease Prostate Disease B 2,374 $71.08 $14.61 17% $8.62 11% $11.75 14% $14.06 17% $14.54 17% $9.90 12% $10.25 13% $12.79 15% $13.00 15%
94   Gout Specifics Gout, kidney stones G 2,254 $7.07 $10.09 59% $9.56 57% $9.99 59% $10.62 60% $12.10 63% $9.57 58% $10.16 59% $10.07 59% $11.19 61%
95   Calcium Channel Blockers High blood pressure B 2,184 $57.05 $7.49 12% $3.13 5% $2.66 4% $7.67 12% $7.67 12% $4.14 7% $1.47 3% $6.17 10% $6.78 11%
96   Quinolones Anti-infectives B 2,180 $256.40 $47.84 16% $18.99 7% $31.41 11% $50.62 16% $43.01 14% $19.15 7% $35.21 12% $30.05 10% $41.43 14%
97   Angiotensin II Receptor Blockers High blood pressure B 2,097 $38.52 $6.02 14% $2.90 7% $4.46 10% $6.41 14% $6.02 14% $3.26 8% $3.73 9% $4.90 11% $5.68 13%
98   H2 Antagonists Gastrointestinal B 1,748 $11.38 $120.52 91% $111.90 91% $114.47 91% $119.55 91% $118.33 91% $111.23 91% $111.72 91% $115.72 91% $115.39 91%
99   Increased B-Lactam Act Anti-infectives B 1,686 $296.47 $60.02 17% $28.41 9% $40.92 12% $53.80 15% $52.47 15% $35.22 11% $23.89 7% $49.14 14% $44.85 13%

100   Biguanides Diabetes B 1,680 $33.01 $44.44 57% $39.54 54% $44.73 58% $45.65 58% $45.40 58% $39.56 55% $39.36 54% $41.86 56% $43.77 57%
101   ACE Inhibitors Cardiovascular disease B 1,445 $18.08 $19.61 52% $16.80 48% $17.91 50% $19.49 52% $20.87 54% $17.51 49% $17.68 49% $18.56 51% $18.71 51%
102   Hemostatics, Other Oral Improve Blood Circulation B 1,417 $56.42 $56.33 50% $50.21 47% $53.99 49% $56.65 50% $55.76 50% $50.54 47% $51.06 48% $54.71 49% $54.41 49%
103   Anti-depressants Depression B 1,404 $37.00 $185.00 83% $166.85 82% $173.74 82% $184.80 83% $181.78 83% $171.51 82% $171.73 82% $173.70 82% $178.11 83%
104   Anti-Virals Viral Infections B 1,263 $437.55 $70.09 14% $25.89 6% $35.71 8% $67.36 13% $62.26 12% $32.03 7% $37.74 8% $39.71 8% $52.20 11%
105   Quinolones Anti-infectives B 1,137 $216.12 $71.78 25% $46.38 18% $61.52 22% $69.97 24% $69.38 24% $46.09 18% $51.88 19% $60.11 22% $63.76 23%
106   Diuretics High blood pressure, CHF B 1,126 $1.75 $9.76 85% $9.44 84% $10.00 85% $9.73 85% $10.44 86% $8.95 84% $9.04 84% $9.65 85% $9.93 85%
107   Benzodiazepines Anxiety B 1,116 $106.83 $22.30 17% $11.19 9% $18.04 14% $22.11 17% $21.57 17% $11.44 10% $14.70 12% $15.41 13% $19.68 16%
108   Alzheimer’s Disease Alzheimer’s Disease B 1,100 $133.87 $23.87 15% $16.38 11% $22.25 14% $24.89 16% $22.76 15% $17.96 12% $14.57 10% $24.40 15% $23.85 15%
109   Anti-Parkinson Other Parkinson's Disease B 1,092 $70.28 $9.22 12% $4.98 7% $7.51 10% $10.02 12% $9.77 12% $5.75 8% $5.53 7% $7.38 10% $8.48 11%
110   Calcium Channel Blockers High blood pressure B 1,048 $64.51 $11.39 15% $6.64 9% $9.20 12% $11.51 15% $10.28 14% $7.27 10% $6.06 9% $10.49 14% $10.66 14%
111   Diabetes Orals Diabetes B 950 $126.84 $34.15 21% $20.92 14% $27.18 18% $34.28 21% $31.50 20% $25.69 17% $26.74 17% $30.71 19% $30.57 19%
112   Alzheimer’s Disease Alzheimer’s Disease B 848 $128.16 $29.56 19% $21.64 14% $27.01 17% $28.25 18% $26.48 17% $21.36 14% $19.76 13% $26.73 17% $26.08 17%
113   Muscle Relaxant w/o Analg Muscle Spasms B 803 $63.35 $24.42 28% $14.32 18% $18.06 22% $22.80 26% $23.96 27% $13.12 17% $19.07 23% $16.31 20% $20.52 24%
114   Diuetics High blood pressure, CHF B 799 $10.53 $8.49 45% $7.30 41% $8.40 44% $8.77 45% $9.16 47% $7.04 40% $6.86 39% $8.13 44% $8.65 45%
115   ACE Inhibitors Cardiovascular disease B 762 $25.68 $11.48 31% $8.52 25% $9.42 27% $11.25 30% $11.48 31% $8.47 25% $8.23 24% $10.34 29% $10.66 29%
116   Calcium Channel Blockers High blood pressure B 740 $45.23 $4.65 9% $2.00 4% $3.22 7% $4.21 9% $3.85 8% $1.82 4% $1.15 2% $3.47 7% $3.59 7%
117   Calcium Channel Blockers High blood pressure B 739 $41.79 $3.53 8% $3.21 7% $3.13 7% $5.18 11% $5.56 12% $3.62 8% $0.99 2% $4.35 9% $3.50 8%
118   Syn Non-narcotic non-injectable Pain B 732 $35.63 $105.37 75% $94.89 73% $103.11 74% $104.72 75% $104.13 75% $96.07 73% $97.37 73% $99.46 74% $101.34 74%

*119   Propoxyphenes Pain B 716 $15.30 $115.90 88% $107.15 88% $113.31 88% $114.93 88% $115.03 88% $102.99 87% $107.37 88% $109.73 88% $113.10 88%
120   Benzodiazepines Anxiety B 596 $71.14 $7.03 9% $1.26 2% $4.93 6% $7.55 10% $6.10 8% $0.05 0% $2.52 3% $3.21 4% $6.12 8%
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Table 1 – Best Available Price From Any Card Sponsor for Top 150 Drugs (continued) 
 

($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%) ($) (%)
*121   Codeines Pain B 567 $18.88 $198.87 91% $181.74 91% $184.58 91% $200.50 91% $200.93 91% $182.34 91% $180.72 91% $180.60 91% $185.37 91%
*122   Beta Blockers High blood pressure B 562 $3.66 $38.90 91% $35.76 91% $37.14 91% $38.62 91% $38.89 91% $36.02 91% $35.90 91% $37.88 91% $38.20 91%
123   Calcium Channel Blockers High blood pressure B 555 $38.30 $10.83 22% $8.52 18% $9.84 20% $11.55 23% $12.16 24% $8.67 18% $5.70 13% $10.77 22% $10.97 22%
124   Seizure Treatments Seizure Disorders B 502 $56.90 $11.95 17% $6.45 10% $7.64 12% $9.45 14% $9.85 15% $7.00 11% $4.27 7% $11.78 17% $10.56 16%
125   ACE Inhibitors Cardiovascular disease B 495 $17.68 $28.12 61% $24.55 58% $26.35 60% $28.31 62% $27.45 61% $24.86 58% $24.82 58% $26.64 60% $27.83 61%
126   Beta Blockers High blood pressure B 482 $5.22 $56.79 92% $52.98 91% $54.65 91% $57.15 92% $57.21 92% $52.86 91% $52.07 91% $55.35 91% $56.34 92%
127   Alpha Blockers High blood pressure B 460 $19.63 $19.63 50% $17.46 47% $17.72 47% $20.33 51% $20.01 50% $16.68 46% $17.04 46% $19.05 49% $19.40 50%
128   Statins Lipid Lowering Agent B 416 $57.31 $27.17 32% $19.34 25% $22.68 28% $27.58 32% $25.18 31% $20.71 27% $21.39 27% $23.32 29% $24.90 30%
129   Cephalosporins Anti-infectives B 401 $317.00 $39.11 11% $2.17 1% $15.65 5% $37.51 11% $27.72 8% $10.39 3% $8.26 3% $21.53 6% $29.26 8%
130   ACE Inhibitors Cardiovascular disease B 385 $17.47 $20.69 54% $18.93 52% $19.23 52% $20.51 54% $20.87 54% $17.60 50% $17.96 51% $20.15 54% $20.17 54%
131   Beta/Alpha-Beta Blockers/Diuretic High blood pressure B 379 $25.75 $19.26 43% $15.58 38% $16.78 39% $20.27 44% $18.23 41% $16.47 39% $16.52 39% $18.29 42% $19.21 43%

*132   Anti-Nausea Apti-Dopa Pheno Nausea, vomiting B 372 $26.94 $42.31 61% $36.18 57% $40.09 60% $46.64 63% $54.49 67% $27.10 50% $38.06 59% $29.01 52% $50.23 65%
133   Nitrites Cardiovascular disease B 325 $45.95 $18.10 28% $14.23 24% $13.76 23% $18.44 29% $16.79 27% $13.84 23% $13.52 23% $16.52 26% $16.75 27%
134   Calcium Channel Blockers High blood pressure B 288 $14.05 $50.96 78% $47.09 77% $48.31 77% $50.58 78% $50.58 78% $47.08 77% $45.45 76% $48.71 78% $50.39 78%
135   Alpha Blockers High blood pressure B 282 $47.24 $18.32 28% $14.85 24% $15.63 25% $19.55 29% $19.13 29% $15.00 24% $15.26 24% $17.69 27% $17.56 27%

*136   Codeines Pain B 282 $25.58 $56.65 69% $51.36 67% $55.37 68% $59.00 70% $59.10 70% $43.02 63% $52.14 67% $49.48 66% $56.40 69%
*137   H2 Antagonists Gastrointestinal B 270 $38.26 $88.53 70% $79.73 68% $86.52 69% $90.45 70% $85.34 69% $82.92 68% $80.99 68% $85.37 69% $86.67 69%
*138   ACE Inhibitors Cardiovascular disease B 235 $21.95 $21.61 50% $18.53 46% $19.24 47% $22.33 50% $21.72 50% $18.26 45% $18.96 46% $20.71 49% $21.30 49%
*139   Anti-Arthritics Pain, Inflammation B 222 $10.59 $35.23 77% $27.95 73% $39.83 79% $34.63 77% $33.44 76% $30.93 74% $28.37 73% $34.17 76% $31.88 75%
*140   Diuetics High blood pressure, CHF B 158 $2.46 $40.99 94% $38.26 94% $38.72 94% $40.47 94% $40.93 94% $37.11 94% $37.54 94% $38.61 94% $40.04 94%
*141   Sulfnmd&trimeth w/ cmb Anti-infectives B 149 $12.04 $87.49 88% $69.12 85% $84.06 87% $85.89 88% $63.85 84% $74.27 86% $62.36 84% $85.29 88% $71.83 86%
142   Anti-Parkinson L-Dopa Parkinson's Disease B 147 $141.65 $43.18 23% $35.32 20% $37.08 21% $39.45 22% $44.18 24% $34.28 19% $33.18 19% $38.87 22% $40.57 22%

*143   Statins Lipid Lowering Agent B 143 $38.46 $42.44 52% $36.80 49% $37.77 50% $42.12 52% $39.02 50% $38.29 50% $37.60 49% $40.93 52% $40.38 51%
*144   Anti-Parkinson L-Dopa Parkinson's Disease B 95 $54.46 $64.16 54% $59.04 52% $58.54 52% $61.18 53% $60.35 53% $56.13 51% $53.48 50% $59.79 52% $58.71 52%
*145   Cephalosporins Anti-infectives B 89 $41.01 $282.22 87% $256.71 86% $262.21 86% $289.70 88% $282.90 87% $252.99 86% $246.99 86% $269.83 87% $279.66 87%
*146   Anti-Arthritics Pain, Inflammation B 69 $11.83 $99.36 89% $93.28 89% $95.94 89% $102.19 90% $102.88 90% $92.21 89% $90.39 88% $95.76 89% $100.27 89%
*147   Anti-Nausea Anti-Histamine Motion Sickness B 67 $7.45 $66.06 90% $61.24 89% $67.20 90% $67.02 90% $66.38 90% $59.27 89% $69.69 90% $64.66 90% $64.93 90%
148   Sexual Function Disorder Erectile Dysfunction B 50 $251.70 $107.61 30% $45.12 15% $47.46 16% $74.77 23% $49.66 16% $68.59 21% $108.30 30% $82.66 25% $55.17 18%

*149   Sulfnmd&trimeth w/ cmb Anti-infectives B 47 $12.04 $117.79 91% $107.39 90% $106.89 90% $121.87 91% $116.66 91% $101.69 89% $107.96 90% $106.28 90% $115.62 91%
150   Anti-Arthritics Pain, Inflammation B 21 $86.24 $25.54 23% $7.51 8% $17.68 17% $27.57 24% $21.95 20% $18.67 18% $48.76 36% $23.09 21% $25.04 23%
151   Alzheimer’s Disease Alzheimer’s Disease B 1 $118.29 $6.44 5% $6.44 5% $7.71 6% $66.90 36% ($56.56) -92% $7.71 6% $121.71 51% $32.91 22% $5.17 4%

Weighted Savings Per Prescription $20.56 25% $13.37 18% $16.09 21% $21.86 27% $21.04 26% $14.13 19% $15.48 20% $17.89 23% $19.53 25%
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Note:  Drugs marked with an asterisk indicate a possible data problems with prices posted on the CMS website.  
 



 

Table 2 – Savings for Best Cards, 25 Commonly Prescribed Drugs 
 

Drug Therapeutic Class Used to Treat

Total Number of 
Prescriptions for 

Over-65 
Population Weight

Illinois Retail 
Price Card 1 Card 2 Card 3 Median Card

1 Statins Lipid Lowering Agent 57,170 8.8% $75.22 $67.71 $66.97 $67.07 $70.94
2 Thyroid Synthetics Thyroid conditions 42,162 6.5% $16.22 $15.51 $14.40 $14.93 $16.31
3 Beta Blockers High blood pressure 39,411 6.1% $15.52 $4.97 $3.48 $4.95 $6.16
4 ACE Inhibitors Cardiovascular disease 35,339 5.4% $25.19 $7.36 $16.00 $15.83 $21.41
5 Thiazides High blood pressure 33,850 5.2% $6.22 $3.98 $2.77 $4.36 $6.72
6 Diuretics High blood pressure, CHF 33,746 5.2% $6.37 $4.77 $2.08 $3.98 $5.30
7 Calcium Channel Blockers High blood pressure 29,978 4.6% $48.32 $44.28 $42.99 $43.60 $46.61
8 Anti-depressants Depression 27,801 4.3% $84.97 $74.99 $69.99 $74.36 $78.50
9 Beta Blockers High blood pressure 25,266 3.9% $26.15 $21.39 $19.60 $20.92 $22.69

10 Statins Lipid Lowering Agent 24,035 3.7% $140.73 $102.42 $101.42 $103.25 $116.95
11 Cephalosporins Anti-infectives 23,750 3.7% $95.97 $24.49 $35.97 $57.35 $43.51
12 Proton Pump Inhibitors Heartburn, Gastrointestinal 23,383 3.6% $146.35 $110.03 $110.86 $114.20 $130.43
13 Estrogens Oral Menopause symptoms 22,056 3.4% $30.61 $25.79 $29.40 $25.30 $26.96
14 Corticoids Anti-inflammatory 21,411 3.3% $12.73 $6.29 $7.78 $5.44 $7.26
15 Biguanides Diabetes 21,321 3.3% $38.96 $17.74 $17.99 $18.76 $24.84
16 Thyroid Synthetics Thyroid conditions 21,282 3.3% $13.53 $11.14 $12.30 $3.65 $10.30
17 Sedating Non-Benzodiazepine, Other Insomnia 21,225 3.3% $91.78 $82.86 $79.65 $81.63 $83.61
18 Anti-Histamines Allergy 19,519 3.0% $77.78 $59.98 $63.89 $60.68 $60.73
19 Cox-2 Inhibitors Pain, Inflammation 19,516 3.0% $90.93 $81.04 $76.79 $80.42 $84.78
20 Proton Pump Inhibitors Heartburn, Gastrointestinal 18,692 2.9% $143.12 $106.45 $98.99 $107.30 $110.32
21 Beta Blockers High blood pressure 18,465 2.8% $12.15 $5.35 $4.98 $5.13 $5.61
22 Bisphosphonates Osteoporosis 17,505 2.7% $71.89 $63.50 $57.43 $63.60 $68.06
23 Anti-Histamines Allergy 17,241 2.7% $68.38 $58.04 $61.99 $57.38 $60.90
24 Leukotriene Agents Asthma 17,227 2.7% $95.72 $77.68 $83.21 $77.97 $82.57
25 Cox-2 Inhibitors Pain, Inflammation 17,093 2.6% $93.44 $78.36 $77.70 $78.65 $83.40

648,444 100.0%
Weighted Average Cost Per Prescription $56.07 $42.49 $42.55 $43.87 $47.14
Weighted Average Savings Per Prescription ($) -$13.58 -$13.52 -$12.20 -$8.93
Weighted Average Savings Per Prescription (%) 24.2% 24.1% 21.8% 15.9%  

 
 

Note: Savings shown are for Illinois, based on data collected May 12 in zip code 60619. 



 

 

Table 3 – Savings for Low Income Beneficiaries Eligible for $600 Credit, by Disease  
 

Brand / 
Generic

Annual Cost 
Without 
Discount

Savings 
with Card 

($)

Savings 
with Card 
and Credit 

($)

Savings 
with Card 

(%)

Savings with 
Card and 

Credit  (%)
3,099.23 753.59 1,353.59 24% 44%

Drug A Sulfonylurea G
Drug B Biguanides B
Drug C Insulin Sensitizers B

2,209.48 468.53 1,068.53 21% 48%
Drug D Biguanides G
Drug E Sulfonylurea B
Drug F Insulin Sensitizers B

Diabetes with Hyperlipidemia I 3,846.63 825.87 1,425.87 21% 37%
Drug B Biguanides B
Drug C Insulin Sensitizers B
Drug G HMG-CoA Reductase Inhibitor B

Diabetes with Hyperlipidemia II 3,430.75 696.55 1,296.55 20% 38%
Drug E Sulfonylurea B
Drug F Insulin Sensitizers B
Drug H HMG-CoA Reductase Inhibitor B

Diabetes and Hypertension 2,646.56 332.24 932.24 13% 35%
Drug R ACE Inhibitors B
Drug F Insulin Sensitizers B  
Drug G HMG-CoA Reductase Inhibitor B

956.78 243.50 843.50 25% 88%
Drug M Calcium Blocker B
Drug N ACE Inhibitor G
Drug O Thiazides G

Congestive Heart Failure, Hypertension 1,788.46 511.42 1,111.42 29% 62%
Drug O ACE Inhibitors G
Drug P Alpha-Beta Blockers B
Drug Q Diuretics B

Known Coronary Artery Disease 2,637.83 505.91 1,105.91 19% 42%
Drug T Beta Blockers B
Drug R ACE Inhibitors B
Drug U HMG-CoA Reductase Inhibitor B

429.21 99.69 396.26 23% 92%
Drug V Inotropics B
Drug W Anticoagulant B

Osteoporosis, Osteoarthritis, and Chronic Allergies 3,001.98 509.82 1,109.82 17% 37%
Drug I Anti-Histamines B
Drug J Cox-2 Inhibitors B
Drug K Bone Density Reg, Other B

5,948.06 1107.14 1,707.14 19% 29%
Drug X Cox-2 Inhibitors B
Drug Y Bone Density Reg, Other B
Drug Z Proton Pump Inhibitors B
Drug AA Leukotriene Agents B
Drug BB Anti-depressants B
Drug CC Beta Blockers G

Hypertension Combination Therapy

History of Atrial Fibrillation

Multiple Chronic Conditions

Diabetes Combination Therapy I

Diabetes Combination Therapy II

 
Note:  Preliminary estimates based on savings in Illinois. 


